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SUB J : DEMOCRATS WIN FIRST MAJOR UNION ELECTION 
HELD SINCE 1973. 

1. SUMMARY. CGTU PRESIDENT ROBERTO BORRAZAS WAS RE- 
ELECTED SECRETARY GENERAL OF A LARGE MONTEVIDEO BUS 
WORKERS UNION ON SEPTEMBER 25. THE OVERWHELMING VICTORY 
OF THE DEMOCRATIC SLATE IN WHAT WAS THE NATION’S FIRST 
ELECTION IN A MAJOR UNION SINCE 1973, REPRESENTS NOT ONLY 

A DEFEAT FOR THE COMMUNISTS BUT ALSO A BOOST FOR DEMOCRATIC 
LEADERS WHO HAD CONVINCED THE GOU THAT THEY COULD WIN 
AN HONEST TEST OF STRENGTH. END SUMMARY 

2. IN THE NATION'S FIRST ELECTION IN A MAJOR LABOR UNION 
SINCE AUGUST, 1973, ROBERTO BORRAZAS WAS RE-ELECTED 
SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE LARGE CUTCSA UNION OF MONTEVIDEO 
BUS WORKERS. BORRAZAS CARRIED HIS COMPLETE SLATE INTO 
OFFICE WITH HIM. 

3. PRIOR TO THE SEPTEMBER 25 ELECTION, BORRAZAS HAD TOLD 
AN EMBOFF THAT THE ONLY OPPOSITION CANDIDATE WITH ENOUGH 
APPEAL TO PRESENT A SERIOUS CHALLENGE WAS A COMMUNIST 
CANDIDATE WHO WAS A GOOD MAN IN EVERY SENSE BUT IDEOLOGY. 
NEVERTHELESS, BETWEEN 2500 AND 2600 OF CUTCSA'S 2700-ODD 
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IDENT OF THE GENERAL CONFEDERATION OF WORKERS OF URUGUAY 
(CGTU), 78 PERCENT OF THE VOTE. THE BORRAZAS SLATE CARRIED 
EVERY POLLING PLACE BY AN AMPLE MAIORITY. 

4. BORRAZAS AND OTHER DEMOCRATIC LABOR LEADERS HAD SUC- 
CEEDED IN CONVINCING GOU LABOR AUTHORITIES THAT THEY 
COULD WIN IN AN OPEN CONFRONTATION WITH THE COMMUNISTS. 
GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES, ALTHOUGH CONCERNED, AGREED TO 
LET THE ELECTION TAKE PLACE. THE MAGNITUDE OF THE 
MAIORITY NOT ONLY CONFIRMED THE CLAIMS OF DEMOCRATIC 
LABOR BUT ALSO ENHANCED BORRAZAS' POSITION AS A NATIONAL 
LABOR LEADER. 

5. GDS 
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